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Supporting the Dual Language program at Irvin Elementary School 
 
Dear families, 
 
Participate Learning is the company who sponsors and supports the international teachers as well as the Dual 
Language programs in Cabarrus County Schools. We are truly committed to the Dual Language program at Irvin 
Elementary and we will continue serving and supporting the students at Irvin so they can become bilingual, 
biliterate, and global citizens. 
 
Due to the world pandemic, our program model has needed some adaptations for two reasons: remote learning and 
travel restrictions. Participate Learning has supported teachers, principals and districts in these two aspects and 
will continue to do so, so that we can provide the excellence in education that the Irvin students deserve. 
 
As far as remote learning, we have supported our teachers by providing regular meetings, webinars and trainings 
on online tools, continuous online check ins and a strong curriculum to support the learning of content through 
language and language through content. Our curriculum is based on the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards and strives for language proficiency with the use of technology during these 
special circumstances. 
 
When it comes to travel restrictions, we are currently unable to bring an international teacher to provide excellent 
instruction in the Dual Language program at Irvin, but this is a temporary situation and the program will continue 
to function effectively in K in the 2021-22. Grades 1st through 3rd will benefit from experienced, certified teachers 
that have been trained in Dual Language by Participate Learning and that have successfully faced the shift from in 
person to remote learning with the support of the Irvin principal, the Cabarrus instructional support, and the 
Participate Learning staff. 
 
Participate Learning is working tirelessly to provide excellence in language instruction in all our programs. During 
this summer, we have enhanced our curriculum and it now contemplates remote learning and integrates technology 
for our language immersion teaching/learning process. While this might bring some doubts to students’ families, 
we would like to let you know that your children are in their critical stage when it comes to cognitive development 
and language exposure. Despite the adaptations needed because of these unprecedented times, students’ resilience 
and adaptative skills are going to make them become bilingual, biliterate, open minded students with impressive 
technology skills. This is a fantastic opportunity for your children. 
 
Lastly, from Participate Learning, we would like to thank all the families involved in the Dual Language program at 
Irvin Elementary, for the trust and the support you have always shown toward the success of this program. While 
we understand that these might be uncertain times, we would like you to know that we are here to support this 
program and make sure your students succeed. We are available to set up an informational session to further explain 
the support we are providing to this program, to provide some extra resources for language practice, and to make 
sure all your questions are answered. 


